
A warm fire can make even the coldest winter 
day more enjoyable. 

Fireplaces may not 
get much use in spring or summer, but come late fall and throughout the 

winter, the fireplace 
can be a great place 

for families to gather. Before fireplace season hits full swing, 
homeowners might 

want to brush up on a 
few fireplace facts so 

they can safely enjoy 
nights spent sitting 

by the crackling flames. 
The Chimney Safety 

Institute of America 
advises homeowners with fireplaces 

to hire a CSIA-certified chimney 

sweep to clean their fireplaces. 

After a lengthly period of non-use, 

various issues could be affecting 

the chimney, many of which might 

not be noticeable to an untrained 

eye. Professional, certified chimney 

sweeps have extensive knowledge 

of fireplaces, making them valuable 

resources who can let homeowners 

know if any safety issues developed 

since fireplaces were last used. 

The National Protection Agency 

recommends that chimneys be 

swept at least once per year.
A full inspection of the chimney 

might be in order as well. Chimney 

service technicians will conduct 

thorough examinations of readily 

accessible portions of the chimney 

exterior and interior and accessible 

portions of the appliance and the 

chimney connection.    The CSIA 

recommends that homeowners 

who plan to use their chimneys 

as they have in the past request 

a Level 1 inspection, which will 

examine the soundness of the 

chimney structure and flue as well 

as the basic appliance installation 

and connections. Technicians also 

will verify if the chimney is free 

of obstruction and combustible 

deposits. 
Homeowners also should inspect 

their chimney dampers before 

lighting their first fires of the season. 

Dampers should open and close 

smoothly. If not, a service technician 
lighting their first fires of the season. 

The CSIA says that well-seasoned 

firewood works best, noting that 

wood that is not well-seasoned will 

produce more smoke than heat. In 

addition, the home improvement 

resource This Old House 
recommends using dense wood 

that’s been split and stored in a high 

and dry place for at least six months. 

Oak is an example of dense wood 

that, when stored properly, can make 

for an enjoyable fireplace experience. 

Avoid softwoods like pine. Pine can 

produce a lot of creosote, which is 

a byproduct of wood combustion. 

Creosote is highly flammable, and 

as it builds up in a chimney, the 

risk for a chimney fire increases. 

Choosing the right wood, making 

sure it’s well-seasoned and having 

a chimney professionally cleaned 

can reduce the risk of a creosote-

related chimney fire. A Level 1 

inspection should determine if there 

are potentially dangerous levels of 

creosote deposits in the chimney.
Before nestling up to a fireplace 

this winter, homeowners should 

consider a host of factors and safety 

measures to ensure their fireplaces 

are safe and ready for the season 

ahead.

Things to consider 
before warming up 
next to your first fire

losing a pool at the end 
of the swimming season 

can be bittersweet. 
Homeowners may be sad to bid 

adieu to the lazy days of splashing 

and swimming, but ready to 
embrace the cooler weather and 

the beauty of autumn. Before the 

leaves begin to fall from the trees, 

pool owners must prepare to 
close, or winterize, their pools.
• Gather your supplies. Make 

a list of the supplies you need to 

close the pool. Having everything 

on hand will make the process 

far more efficient than trying to 

wing it. Closing a pool can be a 

large job, so it pays to have some 

extra hands available. Enlist some 

helpers who will be available to 

hand you materials or to assist 

with placing the cover on the pool,  

which can be challenging to do on 

your own.
Don’t wait until the last minute  The chemicals used process. Therefore, be sure you 

have enough before pool supplies 

become difficult to find in area 

stores. These include sanitizer, 

algaecide and pH-balancing 
chemicals.• Clean the entire pool area. 

Ensuring the pool water and the 

surface of the pool is clean can 

make reopening the pool easy. 

Vacuum the pool thoroughly, 
removing any debris and organic 

matter that can contribute to 
algae growth. Don’t forget to brush 

down the walls of the pool and 

clean the jets and area where the 

filter skimmer meets the pool. 

Pool walls have plenty of crevices 

where algae can hide and multiply.

• Test the water. Leading pool 

products manufacturer Hayward 

recommends adjusting the pH to 

between 7.2 and 7.8 to prevent 

stains, scaling and algae growth. 

Alkalinity should be 80 to 125 

ppm for plaster/gunite pools and 

125 to 150 ppm for other pool 

types. Test the level of available 

chlorine, and super-chlorinate the 

pool to maintain a sanitation level 

of at least 4 ppm. Once the pool 

cover is on, the amount of chlorine 

that escapes due to sunlight 
and evaporation will decrease. 

An algaecide may be used, if 
desired, as well. In very cold 

climates, a pool-water antifreeze 

may be necessary. Check with 

your pool supply retailer for more 

information.• Run the filter. Run the filter 
at least 24 hours before 

disassembling the filter for the 

season. This will help circulate 

any chemicals added through the 

water.
• Drain the pool’s water to 
the appropriate level. Water 

should fall just below the skimmer 

opening. Many pools do not need 

to be completely drained for the 

winter.
• Shut off the filter pump, heater 

and any other equipment.
Let all water drain out and 

allow equipment to dry before 

storing them away. Follow the 

manufacturer’s directions for 
lubrication and covering. Install 

freeze plugs if you choose to use 

them.
• Adjust electricity settings. Turn 

off the circuit to outdoor outlets 

that feed the pool equipment, 

testing to make sure the power 

is off.
• Put accessories away. Remove 

any ladders, diving boards, slides, 

external drain lines, and other 

recreational materials from the 

pool, storing them in a garage or 

shed so they are not subjected to 

potentially harsh winter weather. 
• Inflate air pillows to roughly 

80 percent full if you will be 

using them. Gather your helpers 

to attach the pool cover or leaf 

catcher net. Secure it thoroughly 

with anchors, water bags, wire 

fasteners, or whatever method is 

applicable for the cover and pool 

type. Remember, a quality pool 

cover will last for several years 

and keep leaves, dust and other 

unwanted items out of the water.

Come early autumn, homeowners 

can begin closing their pools to keep 

them secure and clean until the next 

swimming season begins. 

Closing the poolfor another season
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